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March 13, 2015 

 

 

 

 

Dear Williamsville CSD Parents and Staff, 

 

While the New York State assessments for grades 3-8 are still some weeks away (they begin on April 

14th), I write today in reflection of our experience last year and to clarify how we will address the 

concerns expressed by various members of the school community for the 2015 New York State 

assessment period. 

 

The debate about testing continues across the country.  As a parent and a career educator, I, too, am 

concerned about the significant issues facing public education related to high stakes testing, the current 

structure of the teacher and administrator evaluation system, the loss of local control, and the funding 

decisions that are being made from a state and national level.  While we can articulate our concerns 

regarding these issues, all school district leaders are mandated by the State Education Department to 

administer the assessments.  This is our legal requirement.  Failure to exercise our requirements as agents 

of the state would certainly jeopardize our professional certifications and District funding. 

 

Though the reasons for parental objections to the state assessments vary, a number of those that have 

communicated with us have indicated dissatisfaction with our approach of having students remain in the 

testing setting without an alternative.  We have reflected on our current practices and this year, after the 

instructions are read, those students who refuse to take the assessment or have completed the 

assessment with allotted time remaining, will be allowed to read a book during the examination 

period.  Please know that students will only be allowed to read paperback or hardcover books as New 

York State regulations do not allow for textbooks, iPads, Kindles, or any other electronic devices in the 

testing sites.  We ask that any parent whose child(ren) is intending to refuse the test to please notify their 

principal in writing prior to April 14, 2015. 

  

The District has no policy on this matter, but as with many items, we are continuously reviewing existing 

processes and decision-making in an effort to best meet the needs of all students. 

 

I thank you in advance for your understanding of this matter and encourage you to please share any 

questions you may have with your building principal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Scott G. Martzloff, Ed.D 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


